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WELCOME

Richard Kidd (NBLC) welcomed everybody to Luther King House expressing his hope that everybody would feel at home here.

In the absence of the Moderator, Johny Johnson, it was agreed that Keith Jones (IBTS) will chair the CEBTS sessions during this meeting as the Acting Moderator. 

AGENDA

Agenda was agreed unanimously. It was also agreed to add points for discussion arising from the news, concerns and proposals shared by individual schools.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBER SCHOOLS: 

Elstal: Michael Kisskalt

NEBIM, Lithuania: Lina Andronovienė
Madrid: Fernando Mendez
IBTS: Keith G Jones; Lydie Kucová (part of the meeting); Parush Parushev (part of the meeting)

Netherlands: Teun Van Der Leer, Eduard Groen, Hendrik A Bakker, Wolter Huizing

Northern: Richard Kidd, Anne Phillips (part of the meeting)
Bristol: Stephen Finamore
South Wales: Karen Smith

Bulgaria (BETI): Parush R Parushev
ABTS, Lebanon: Ellie Haddad
Apologies received: NCBI (Russia); Warsaw Theological Seminary (Poland)
NEW MEMBERS

Since our last Forum, Northern Caucasus Bible Institute has joined CEBTS, with various members of CEBTS expressing their support for this development via email. Although they were not able to come for this Sixth Forum, they are intending to take full part in CEBTS and send their apologies for not being able to take part in this meeting.

COMMENTS FROM THE SCHOOLS
Those present shared news from their schools.

Bristol Baptist College: Stephen shared the news about BBC. Currently there are about 45 ministerial students. BCC trains alongside an Anglican College, which gives a number of benefits, including a much larger teaching faculty and possible specialisation across different disciplines. In addition, the College trains about 35 Youth and Community workers, and also runs a lay training programme. The College also runs a Master’s degree and is engaged in connecting with other places in the world to keep the world church in focus.

The big reality is the size of the deficit of the College, which has a significant effect on the future planning. One of the ways the costs were cut was to become essentially a non-residential college. 

An increasing number of applicants express their desire to be ministers in a non-traditional way and be focused on mission and emerging church type of initiatives. So a number of students will be training bi-vocationally with the urban context in focus. This seems to be an important development. 

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary (Lebanon): Ellie spoke about the present situation of the operation of the seminary now for 10 years of running it on their own. The ministry has been expanding tremendously. ABTS is engaged in much of the Middle-Eastern world, as it is the only country where students from Muslim background are allowed to enrol in a seminary programme. A new curriculum has been launched recently. Efforts are taken to focus on leadership formation for the church. The Seminary works on producing materials in Arabic, including multi-media format. 

An annual conference on mission in the Middle East is organised, which attracts people from the West as well and is connected to a practicum which is for English speakers.  A group from Bristol Baptist College has also visited ABTS recently.

Elstal (Germany): Michael reported that there are currently 100 students studying. About 45 of them are in the Bachelor of Arts in Evangelical Theology programme and 35 in Master of Arts in Evangelical Theology. Institutional accreditation, and now recently accreditation for the Bachelor and Master’s programmes, have been secured, without the right to offer doctorates. Now the institutional re-accredited needs to be renewed.

One of the difficulties the seminary faces is the unwillingness of German Universities to recognise Elstal’s Master, even though they ought to. There is also a dramatic financial deficit of the German Baptist Union, which has affected the Seminary.  

In order to prepare routes for some new ways of funding and in the line of the Bologna process, the seminary is intending to found several research institutes. Several research projects are going ahead, such as one on the growing Baptist churches in Germany. There is also further work done on the German Baptist archives.

NEBIM (Lithuania): Lina reported on NEBIM.  It has been a couple of challenging years, but some good further developments, especially with the first students graduating who can and do take up some of the teaching. It is good to realise that the school can do quite a lot on its own human resources. There are good links of cooperation continuing with several members of CEBTS, particularly IBTS and NBLC. Finances remain an issue, as at the moment NEBIM does not receive any funding, but as the school has been set up in a way where it can run on minimal expenses, as long as it can rely on volunteer work, it can be managed.

A solid book on Lithuanian Baptist history was published last year by the Baptist and Anabaptist Research Institute which works under the auspices of NEBIM; this was a significant achievement. Participation in Grundtvig Lifelong Learning programme alongside partners from IBTS, BETI and North Ireland has been another good experience for those involved. 

NBLC (formerly Northern Baptist College), Manchester: Anne has become a co-principal a year ago. Anne and Richard summarised the major developments in the NBLC, noting that more would be said at a session of EBTTC. One of the commitments of NBLC is working in deep collaboration with other denomination. NBLC runs as a partnership at Luther King House, which both provides significant resources and vitality and presents a challenge and much effort in ensuring things run smoothly. Anglican church is also an important partner, although they do not share the premises. The building itself now is owned by an ecumenical trust, which released a significant amount of funds to work with. The building is run as a hotel and conference centre. This is how the funding for NBLC is provided, although current economic situation still presents serious challenges.

In terms of the educational provision, it is a juggling act with the ecumenical partners and retaining the Community’s Baptist identity. The bulk of the teaching is done ecumenically. Candidates for Baptist ministry are in church placements, and practice is central to the whole process of training. NBLC has changed its validation for the undergraduate work from Manchester University, which was very highly regarded academically, to the University of Chester, which is much more interested in church-focused education. This has been a complex move which is still taking place. 

A central area of work is church-based education. Networking and international relationships are seen as very important, including CEBTS. Particularly close relationships have been developed with South Africa, San Salvador, and more recently NEBIM in Lithuania. This is seen as an important learning impact. 
Netherlands:  Teun spoke about the situation of the Seminary. The school shares a partnership with the Free University of Amsterdam for its Master of Theology and Master of Divinity. Accreditation is done via FUA, which is a very fortunate situation. The Bachelor of Divinity had been run separately, but beginning September 2010 it will start a Bachelor of Divinity at the Christian University of Applied Sciences “Windesheim” in Zwolle and Amsterdam. This Bachelor is a cooperation with the Pentecostals, within the ecumenical setting of ‘Windesheim”. The Seminary is also cooperating with the Christian University of Applied Sciences in Ede, together with some some other evangelical churches. 

Major changes have taken place a few years ago, and now student numbers are growing. A lot of integration has taken place with the Baptist Union; several members of staff are shared by both. Partnering and networking, such as with IBTS, is seen as very important. Another area into which the school wants to invest is team-building; so some exercises for the Dutch team have been attached even to this meeting.

The school has started publishing a series of booklets called Baptistica series in order to share some of the results of the research with churches. A Chair of Baptist Theology and Identity at the FUA has been established. Henk Bakker is now a designated professor (more to be shared during EBTTC). The Seminary is also involved in the Centre of Evangelical and Reformation Theology (CERT) as one of the six partners where a one-year Master in Evangelical Theology is run. Henk Bakker teaches two courses in this Master. This is another way to interconnect and to be visible in the Free University and the ecumenical setting.

Madrid: Fernando shared about the Seminary in Madrid. They have a full Bologna-type degree (of 4 years). Financially, these are not easy times, but the school has adjusted to the present situation as much as possible. There are two full-time teaching staff.

There are increasingly more students applying from other denominations. Social reality remains challenging, In Spain, all non-Roman Catholic groups make less than 1% of the population. Even though the seminary runs on university standards and offers a Bologna-standard education, a degree in theology is not recognised by the ministry of education in Spain. Now with the Labour party in the government, minorities are having a bit more say, so the Seminary could perhaps gain a validation. However, this is a laborious process, and the outcome is ambivalent, given that the validation would take away a great degree of flexibility which the school has at the moment. Thus the Seminary would be interested in being validated by one of the CEBTS members.

It was decided to take up this issue for discussion later in the meeting. 

South Wales: Karen reported that the College has had a long association with the University in Cardiff.   Recently, however, there have been a number of changes and we are presently negotiating future arrangements for a  partnership between the University, the Baptist College and St Michael's, the Anglican College, in Cardiff.  The  Baptist College has recently been through a major inspection and has come out very well. John Weaver, the current principal, is retiring in 2011. A new appointment is to be made in the near future. Roy Kearsley, the tutor in Christian doctrine is also retiring next year. 

BETI:  Parush reported on the behalf of BETI. A couple of years ago BETI applied for accreditation which passed OK through the parliament (a necessary procedure!), but because of the problems in another institution the process has been delayed. At the moment BETI is struggling to put its budget together. Almost all the staff are on unpaid leave, including the staff which backs up for accreditation. One of the faculties has been closed, most other faculties enrol only non-residential students. Surprisingly, they were able to put forward and receive a permission to run two pilot master’s programmes, but the situation is not easy. 

IBTS: Keith noted that more would be said at EBTTC, but provided a summary of developments at IBTS. The Seminary continues to run a small practical undergraduate one-year course (CAT). The Master and Doctoral programmes are validated through the University of Wales. As a private university, IBTS also runs a Bologna-type Magister degree in Theology which is highly popular with much of Eastern Europe due to bilateral agreements many countries share with the Czech Republic. Last year, in the wake of the economic crisis, the Board of Trustees made a decision that the Biblical studies programme would need to be put dormant, given that out of all the programmes for this one IBTS did not presently have the resources to run it properly. However, the biblical support for theological studies is fully provided as all the modules in the Biblical Studies are offered through the Magister in Theology programme, and all the students have Bible, Community and Context module as their first module in any M-level programme. 

Last year’s Quinquennial Review rated IBTS highly. During the past academic year, the University of Wales also conducted a special inspection of Doctoral degrees with IBTS receiving high grading. There are many students on PGCTh, MPhil and PhD programmes, almost to the end of the team’s supervision capacity. Research degrees now seem to be the key task for IBTS in helping various seminaries with their staff getting doctoral qualifications. 

The Seminary runs Research Institutes in all subject areas and looks for ways to acquire funding for various projects. Informal adult education programme, Grundtvig, has funded some of the activities. IBTS now has an Erasmus charter and is looking for partners involved in the same programme.

Beside continuing the publication of the Journal of European Baptist Studies, a new journal called Baptistic Theologies has replaced the previous Occasional Publications series. This helps with receiving more ‘scoring points’ for the published authors. Another important recent publication is the Dictionary of European Baptist Life and Thought, produced with the help of various CEBTS members. Thanks was expressed to all who contributed. The second, biographical, volume is now being prepared. 

In the face of financial difficulties, serious questions remain regarding the future.  This past year, books have been balanced, but the cost of that has been dear. There is a clear need of strategic partnerships if the school is to function effectively. There is a strong desire of many people that IBTS stays in Prague. Should that not be possible, five serious places have been suggested. Decisions will be taken in the General Council of the EBF this September. 
CEBTS WEBSITE

The website www.cebts.eu continues to run. Information is always welcome and should be sent to the CEBTS Clerk.
As agreed during the last meeting, the ‘Notes of Meetings’ section of the website is accessible with a password 'Michael'.
INFORMATION

Members are asked to update CEBTS Clerk on their email address changes, or when there is a personnel change. 
CEBTS LIBRARIANS 

The first three Librarians’ conferences were met with great enthusiasm. Important links have been created and resources enabled. Katharina Penner and Emma Walsh (Regent’s Park) have both expressed their intention to put energy into organising the next event. It is hoped that the fourth conference can be held in 2011 (January to April) or in 2012, though dates still have to be confirmed.  

Those attending expressed their strong support for this event. Those with ideas and suggestions are asked to contact CEBTS Clerk who will connect them with the organisers.

STUDENT WEEK (22 -27 MARCH 2010), REPORT AND FUTURE

The event took place in Prague, IBTS, and was a good experience for those who attended. IBTS certainly enjoyed hosting it. The students who came seemed to benefit from it exactly how it was envisioned and came back with positive feedback about the relationships which were formed and also the spiritual atmosphere, especially through the events related to Northumbria Community Week which was taking place at the same time. Some students from Holland commented that they expected more challenging theological input, so that may be something to consider, although network-building, it was agreed, ought to remain at the centre. Language seemed to be a concern for some non-native English speaking students and the reason for their opting out. 

We agreed we would like to hold the Student Week every three years. We may consider putting a proposal for a project and applying for a Grundtvig programme funding. Spring-time seems to be a good time overall, and knowing dates well in advance will be of help. We will attempt to offer seminars on theological subjects and theological reflection groups.

IBTS will circulate the dates and possible themes. 
HORIZONS

The programme was introduced by a PowerPoint presentation.  It has grown out of the work done by Jeff Carter and EBF Youth & Children’s Work Committee as an attempt to assist those who are involved in youth work and are looking for help in understanding the youth work better. It is offered for free for EBF members and currently runs in English, Arabic, and Russian. The question was asked if there were CEBTS partners interested in validating it, giving credits and running it their respective languages. 

There was an acknowledgement that for some countries, such as Britain or Germany, this may not be of interest given other possibilities which already exist, whereas for others this may prove to be an important help. It was agreed that those schools which are interested in running Horizons will contact IBTS and Jeff Carter, as the responsible person, for further development of the programme. IBTS will try the certification at IBTS, will make a pilot assessment of the ECTS credits to be given to Horizons and will share the findings with CEBTS members.

MIGRANT COMMUNITIES

Michael spoke of the German experience and was interested to hear of how this issue, and the needs of migrants, is addressed in other schools. 

UK: London Baptist Association in partnership with Spurgeon’s is working on this, on a portfolio basis rather than a formal degree. This is an exception to what have been the rules for the accreditation process until now. Bi-vocational track is the standard mode. It is primarily West Africans who are accessing this route. Many other migrant churches in Britain are independent and use an apprenticeship system in training their own leaders. Attempts have been made to help the churches to think through justice issues and welcome the asylum seekers, in opposition to how they are treated by the government.

Spain: In the past the Spaniards have been migrating to other countries, and now Spain is on the receiving end. Many immigrants have joined local Baptist churches, sometimes forming a majority, rather than forming their own separate churches. The Union has not reacted to this much, except for a conference held at the seminary a few years ago. When it comes to theological training, this is not addressed.

In Holland, some relationships with immigrants, specially Karen and Roma, have been built both on the level of local churches and the Union. There has also been some level of integration among the converted Muslims. Some Ghanian churches have joined the Union. The Union is opening up to welcoming them in a deeper way, but this is not without challenges. This is not yet addressed in the Seminary.

It was noted that Stabek seminary in Norway are doing work in this area and are addressing this issue in their ministerial formation programme. 

There are networks of Ghanians and Russian/Ukrainian speakers throughout Europe, who are talking of the relationships with EBF. Leadership style is perhaps the greatest challenge. Authority structure, and treatment of women and children are the points of real friction. 

EUROPEAN UNION FUNDING
We noted that the institutions which have the Erasmus charter are at present IBTS, South Wales, Netherlands, Stockholm, NBLC,  and Bristol. Possibilities involve lecturer exchange and student mobilities. IBTS will follow this up and will write to CEBTS with further proposals.

Another programme which may be of use is Grundtvig – an informal adult education programme which IBTS, NEBIM, BETI and a partner from Northern Ireland have already been involved in. The Northern Ireland partners helped to write up the project and may be able to help others who are setting up something similar.

If other members are aware or are using of some programmes and funds, sharing such information would be appreciated.

PARTNERSHIPS AND INTERFAITH DIALOGUES

ABTS is working along these lines with not only holding a dialogue with Arab Muslims but also helping Asian Muslim context connections with the seminary in Pakistan. A group from Bristol had had a week at ABTS, and others may do something similar.

Interfaith dialogue (with Muslims specifically) could also be an idea for a topic of the next Student Week. 

We already share a number of partnership opportunities within the group, but new offers or requests are welcome. 
VALIDATION OF DEGREES

We held a discussion in the light of the difficulties in some European countries, such as Spain. Fernando spoke of attempts to get theirs validated through an American institution, as it would be recognised by the Spanish government, but is interested in the validation happening through a CEBTS partner. 

Generally the struggle is that many validating authorities do not like the idea of franchising, so care needs to be taken in this. However, there ought to be opportunities. University of Chester, for example, seems to be looking for partners, although language may be an issue.

At the moment, European Evangelical Accrediting Association is hoping to become a part of the European Association for Accrediting Agencies. It is difficult to say how quick the process will be but their accreditation is worth anyway. University of Wales will probably reopen its doors for validation of new partners as well.

Fernando will keep us in touch and update us on the developments on the side of the Seminary. 

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Thomas Helwys Institute, which has moved from Bristol to IBTS, is being developed with its focus on human rights, although its specific track still needs to be defined. It is hoped that in the future it will hold certain activities and conferences. IBTS keeps contact with Stockholm School of Theology who also specialise in human rights and would be interested to know of others with similar expertise and academic research interests. It was noted that the Mennonites are appointing a Chair of Human Rights in the Netherlands. 

Lydie spoke of Baptist and state relationships as a strong interest for Czech Baptists. That is another area to be mapped more carefully, perhaps through Thomas Helwys centre.

A couple of research centres are starting in Bristol: Theology and Children, and the Bible and Ethics. Bristol College is involved in both. Elstal is involved in Anabaptist Studies, research in the Old Testament, and mission and anthropology. In the Netherlands, the centre of Patristic research is preparing some materials in English, with some colloquia upcoming. Further information is available through Henk.

In 2013, there is a plan to hold a major conference of Hubmaier (IBTS, Elstal, North American partners).

We agreed to be active in exchanging information on research in which our institutions are involved. 

PREPARING PEOPLE FOR ‘NON-TRADITIONAL’ CHURCH PLANTING AND CONTEXTUAL ISSUES

Bristol College has established partnerships with organisations such as Urban Expressions, and some students will be studying bi-vocationally. Course documents have been re-written with this approach in mind, with the first three students starting this September. There will be supervising and supporting teams for each of the student. This is seen as a helpful step as students won’t be removed from the job scene during the years of their study; this trend is likely to grow. 

The Crucible courses which run on the same model (weekend engagement with practicioners) are accredited by the University of Bristol. Bristol runs those as a part of the degree course; they are available to all students and mandatory for those going into church planting etc. 

Eduard spoke of the Dutch experience. More and more students after graduation work with Urban Expressions, and also move into rural areas following the same approach. There is a need to develop further theological reflection to assist the churches, and it would be very interesting to see how it works in other countries.

Michael shared that the German Seminary is trying to address this issue in the existing curriculum, but these are only the starting steps in the Union. The atmosphere in many churches is a critical one. 

Richard commented that NBLC has congregation-based students working in church plants. Most important building bloc is that NBLC usually offers programmes as part-time as well as full-time. So courses can be done in evenings or weekends, and that certainly helps those who are working. Everything is taught twice – for full-timers and part-timers. People have up to 9 years to do the programme, so flexibility is needed, but many British Universities are open to that. It is not clear whether there is a sympathetic validating body outside the UK.

This idea of re-written curriculum is of interest to several schools. It was noted that young students are often not sure about denominational belonging, let alone the idea of pasturing a church, and that is a new reality which has to be taken into account. 

There are often two kinds of pastors who often do not understand each other – the ‘traditional’ ones and the ‘missional, cutting-age’ ones. In the Brittish scene, incarnational missional communities are linked in partnership with more established Baptist churches, so the students would spend at least some time there even as they train in an emerging Christian community. That should help to avoid putting a wedge between those who belong to the emerging and those from the established, holding them together in some way. In other contexts, such as North Africa with which ABTS works, there may simply be no established church to keep links with.  Theologically, all of this is a fascinating exercise. 

CEBTS “HOUSEKEEPING” DECISIONS

CEBTS Core Group

Thanks were expressed to Richard and Lina, members of the Core Group, for facilitating the present meeting. Richard expressed his wish to resign, as he is approaching his retirement. Elections took place and the following were appointed to serve from now until 2012:

Moderator:    Teun Van der Leer (Netherlands)

Clerk:

Keith G Jones (IBTS, Czech Republic)
Members:
Lina Andronoviene (NEBIM, Lithuania)  
CEBTS Forum and Conference

Karen proposed that the Seventh Forum be held in two years in Eastern Europe. Ukraine (Odessa particularly) has been suggested. Another suggestion made was that every institution tries to give something towards a ‘pot’ enabling someone who would not be able to come otherwise. The Dutch colleagues confirmed they would be ready to help by funding a participant.

We will also attempt to secure help from other sources, particularly EBF’s Division of Theology and Education. 

Proposed dates were early July 2012. In order to avoid a possible clash with BWA meetings, Ellie, who is taking part in the BWA meetings this year, will find out the BWA dates for that year and then the information will be circulated.
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SESSION II

CEBTS AND EBTTC PLENARY 

MONDAY 19 JULY 2010

PRESENT

Elstal: Michael Kisskalt

NEBIM, Lithuania: Lina Andronovienė
Madrid: Fernando Mendez
IBTS: Keith G Jones; Lydie Kucová; Parush Parushev 

Netherlands: Teun Van Der Leer, Eduard Groen, Hendrik A Bakker, Wolter Huizing

Northern: Richard Kidd, Anne Phillips
Bristol: Stephen Finamore
South Wales: Karen Smith

CHAIR

Teun van der Leer, new Moderator of CEBTS, was in the chair.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The new Core Group of CEBTS has met and presented an agenda for the Plenary session. It was agreed that the Minutes will be circulated to those attending as a draft, then 1 September final text will be agreed and circulated to all CEBTS and EBTTC contacts.

By the end of August when we know about BWA 2012 we will confirm dates for CEBTS Forum. 
Keith will write to EBF General Secretary and Finance Chair re establishing a fund for CEBTS within the EBF accounts into which donations can be made for travel scholarships.
We will check all CEBTS member web site addresses.

We will collect email addresses of all tutor staff of CEBTS members to add to electronic mailing list.
We talked about CEBTS and EBTTC. The separate existence of EBTTC appears to have come to a full stop. So we are presenting a proposal that CEBTS takes over responsibility for organizing meetings of teachers. 
The JEBS 11.2 will feature articles from the Conference by Michael Kisskalt and Wout Huizing.

MERGER OF EBTTC INTO CEBTS

The meeting of EBTTC agreed without dissent to amalgamate with CEBTS and that the CEBTS Core Group will in future plan meetings of European Baptist Theological Teachers within the CEBTS structures.

Next CEBTS Forum and EBTTC will be planned for 2012 in Odessa, Ukraine, if possible.

Themes people would like to consider:

Patterns of worship

Spirituality

Church planting/emergent churches and existing churches

EVALUATION OF THIS EBTTC CONFERENCE 2010

TOPS (comments by difference conference participants)

· Depth of reflection of those committed to the whole conference

· Way we continued to talk about the content of formal presentations outside of the formal sessions

· Encounter/ interaction theological/spiritual/intellectual way throughout the conference

· Encountering diversity of approaches and insights

· Appreciate the way we concentrated on the topic of learning in community

· Happy to get to know the site (Luther King House and NBLC)

· Enjoyed ability to fully participate 

· Getting to know colleagues from other seminaries and work of other institutions

· Affirmation of identity and belonging when from a minority background

· Valued learning about another missiology out of  another language world (German missiology as over against that discussed in the Anglo-Saxon world)

· Close sense of comradeship and intimacy within the group.

· Open atmosphere and personal engagement

· Variety of worship experiences

TIPS (what can we do better next time?)

· Lack of functioning of one planner – need to plan sooner and commission speakers at an earlier stage

· Need in advance papers or outlines 

· Need different types of group work

· Missed people from Eastern Europe

· When date and programme are known earlier will enable more to plan to be present

· We would value specialist group work

· Want more institutions to participate.

· Missed participation of most members of EBF Theology and Education Core Group

· Need to find better ways of “doing” the CEBTS Forum work.

· Can we overcome the education v theology divide?

· Desire for common subject groups

· Missed participation of Latin and Scandinavian countries

· We shouldn’t talk too much about Baptist identity

· Desire for more people to be present

· Desire for specialist/subject groups

· More variety in presentation techniques

THANK YOU

To Richard and Lina for all their hard work in organizing the CEBTS Forum and this last EBTTC Conference.

PRAYER

Steve Finnamore offered prayer at the conclusion of the Conference.
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